
CHESTER BOWLES 
GOVERNOR 

STATE O F  CONNECTICUT 

EXECUTIVE C H A M B E R S  

H A R T F O R D  

July 12, 1949 

Mrs. Albert D. Lasker 
Chrysler Building 
New York 17, New York 

Dear M m .  Lesksr: 

I believe you may be interested i n  a s m y  of what happened here i n  Connecticut 
a t  the session of o w  General Assembly which has Just  closed, and which w a s  my 
f i r s t  as Governor. 

You may r e c s l l  tha t  both i n  my election campaign and i n  my i naugxa l  messwe, 
my major issues and concern3 were these: 
shcrtage through a public housiw program and a strong eviction l a w ;  broadened 
labor legislation; great ly  increased state aid t o  education; rebuilding and 
modernizing of Connecticut' s shamefully antiquated f i r e t r ap  mental. hospitals; 
abolit ion of segregation i n  the Connecticut National Guard; and reorganization 
of' the  s t a t e  government. 

relief of Connecticut's housiw 

T h i s  w a s  a f a i r l y  ambitious progrt-im md I expected plenty of opposition. 
Senate here had a s d i d  Democratic majority, but,  because of Connecticut's 
notorioue t ' rotten borough" system, the House of Representatives WPS strongly 
Ropublican -- as it has been since the Civ i l  War. Since the House had even 
cantested the elect ion r e su l t s  and only r e l u c t m t l y  admitted tha t  I WFS 
Governor, I looked f o r  at l ea s t  similar reluctance if not outright opposition 
t c  my l eg is la t ive  program. 

The 

1 Got both -- and it ha6 been a most i l lumina t ing ,  i f  heated, session. The 
heat has been intensif ied because, t rad i t iona l ly  each session of the leg is -  
la ture  has been mrked by "deals" trading minor court judgeships f o r  legis-  
la t ion.  This year we made it clear  at the  outset  tha t  no deals would be 
considered. 

I a m  glad t o  3 a y ,  however, tha t  i n  sp i t e  of the p o l i t i c e l  s p l i t  i n  our Assembly, 
w e  were able t o  get a great deal accomplished, 

For instance, our new housirq program is,  I believe, one of t he  best  s t a t e  
programs i n  the country. It w i l l  enable ua t o  build 10,000 new home6 i n  the 
next two years f o r  rents  of about $42 monthly for  a four or four and one- 
half room home with two bedrooms. 



L a s t  year, one out of every eleven tenants i n  Connecticut w a s  evicted. 
new eviction l a w ,  which the  Assembly passed ear ly  i n  the session, is, I am 
to ld ,  the strongest i n  the United S ta tes .  

O u r  

We also managed t o  secure leg is la t ion  t o  eliminate notorious pauper clauses 
i n  o*w Old Age Assistance Act and t o  bring the monthly benefits  up t o  a point 
where old people can l i v e  not orfly i n  dignity, but with a decent l eve l  of 
security.  

We f ina l ly  secured the passage of e. b i l l  which eliminates segregation from 
OUT National Guard and for the  f i r s t  time i n  Connecticut history,  allows 
every Negro c i t i zen  equal r igh ts  i n  the state's mil i tary services. 

Our mental hospital  program WBB pa r t i a l ly  successful. 
was recommended by a non-partieon commission and which I had requegted t o  
finance new buildtng of s t a t e  ins t l tu t ions  WRS cut nearly i n  half .  It ts, 
however, the largest  building program i n  t h s  s t a t e ' s  history.  
instance, be able t o  bui ld  completely new i m % i t u t i o m  f o r  Our 3!3XileS who 
a r e  nzw carad f o r  i n  OUT mental hospital3 and who are the main reasen f o r  the 
tremendous overcrowding. 

The bond iaeue which 

We w i l l ,  for 

P'halljr,  the  Legislature %reed t o  s e t  alp B comainsion t o  stmQ the  organ- 
ization of the S ta t e  Governmen5 which I believe w i l l  be the forerunner of' E?. 

complete and 19%-overdue reorganizetion of our costly,  an t iq-~a ted  s t a t e  
govermlcnr;al machinery. 

On the other side of the. ledger, there are  two 3er i :~~m omissions. Somewhat 
l i k e  the Corgress i n  Slashington, we were able t a  seeiire ahs-L no action on 
labor legis la t ion.  Gur  uneniploy-ment and workmen's compenastion l a w s ,  P,B I 
pointed out t o  the Le<?slature, shoirld be broadened and improved i n  several 
weys i n  order t o  br ing  then zbreast  of those now i n  effect  i n  other progressive 
state3.  
m m t  minor changes. This Ls part icular ly  unfortunate, since Connecticut l i ke  
a11 of Xet; En&and is experiencing heavier unemplcqment t h m  other regions i n  
the United S ta tes ,  and the resul t ing decline i n  purchasing power of workers 
can have a very serious e f fec t  on hsines;  and Yarmers. 

:In this the House of Representatives refused t o  make m y  except the 

On education, too, w e  were unable t o  make much progress. Our b i r t h  r a t e  is  
double that  ~ i '  1939 and schools are already seriously ovarcrovded. Withc;ut 
building aid from the s t a t e ,  our loca l  towns w i l l  be forced t o  run double 
sessions and otherwise lower t h e i r  education standards within the next few 
years. 

Since o w  school a id  program had the strongest kind 01' bi-partisan support 
ezmow Connecticut educators, parent teacher goups ,  the League of lJomen 
Voters and many othsrs,  I am somewhat appalled, as w e l l  as deeply concerned, 
over the fa i lure  of the House of Bepresentatives t o  provide ade4,uately for 
school expansion In the face of c lear  and urgent need. 



-3- 

Ve are  a l so  l e f t  with budget appropriations tha t ,  a t  a conservative estimate, 
are  out of balance by several million dol lars .  

Although the last six months have been d i f f i c u l t ,  it hm been r ea l ly  a 
great experience f o r  d-1 of' u s  who have participated i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  f3.r 
the f i r s t  time. I f ee l  t ha t ,  on the whole, the Assembly seasion has been 
a reasonably f r u i t f u l  one. 
r e su l t s  has been the renewed active in t e re s t  of Connecticut c i t izens  i n  
the a f f a i r s  and actions of' t h e i r  s t a t e  governmnt. I hope t h i s  l i ve ly  
in te res t  w i l l  continue and grow even greater.  An moused and vigi lant  
c i t izenry is cer tz inly the strongest s a f e p a r d  f o r  democracy. 

And I believe tha t  one of the m e t  important 

Sincerely , 

Chester Bowles 
Governor 


